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which took Douglas's chairmanship from him; but the convention was
to show there was slight cause for rejoicing.13
In the South the picture was blurred. Cobb wanted to inherit the
Presidency, but Buchanan seemed not in a bequeathing mood. Editor
Browne of the Constitution gave the Secretary friendly publicity, and
he could utilize his Treasury employees. But his efforts to stamp out
the slave trade and his attempts at customs reform made him extremely
unpopular with radicals in the South and spoilsmen everywhere. This
Union Democrat, who had gained fame and power by his defeats of
the fire eaters might now be eaten by the fire. At least his erstwhile
allies, Stephens and Toombs, now were no help to him. Cobb's hench-
men, determined he should have the indispensable endorsement of his
own state, tried to clinch it by rushing things. When the Georgia legis-
lature met in November, 1859, they secured signatures for a call for a
state convention in December. As the state committee already had made
arrangements for a March date, Cobb's enemies shouted, "It's a Tam-
many trick!" The December convention, carefully engineered, duly
endorsed the Secretary and chose a delegation of his friends.
Despite this, the state committee refused to be flouted and held its
scheduled convention in March. The Cobb managers sought to have
this assembly merely ratify the December action but found they could
not control its will. The delegates refused to vote a formal ratification
of Cobb's endorsement; and while they did designate his twenty dele-
gates, they added another twenty to them and instructed the forty to
vote as a unit. As a matter of fact a majority of this enlarged delegation
was actually for Cobb, but he had lost face by the incident. Pondering
the matter, he thought best ostensibly to retire, and published an open
letter of withdrawal. Nevertheless he did have the Georgia vote and was
still to be reckoned with.14
Outside Georgia Cobb had no other apparent strength, for each
southern state tended to push its own favorite son. In Virginia Senator
Hunter had been hotly challenged by the Wise men; but his friends
were able to secure an uninstructed delegation who would be faithful to
him, and he had wider southern support than Cobb.15 In Mississippi the
party convention had nominated Jefferson Davis.16 Tennessee had en-
dorsed Andrew Johnson,17 and Louisiana, John SlidelL18 From Ken-